
My initial letter to the MVI Assembly: 
 
Dear Assembly of the Monteverde Institute, 
  
I have spent the past few months living in Monteverde. I like to think that 
we students who spend time here are considered part of this community. 
As a member of this community, an issue has been brought to my 
attention. 
 
A student studying abroad at the institute was raped and after initially 
being treated with respect and support by a, now former, Monteverde 
Institute staff member, the Institute completely disregarded her rights and 
repeatedly re-victimized her. I have a few documents (see attached) 
including an account of the incident from the victim herself, two from 
Catherine Murray and an open letter to the community written by Randal 
Smith. Upon review of these documents I am appalled by the inhumane 
and unprofessional way this incident was handled by Debra Hamilton and 
the board at the Monteverde Institute.  
 
The email written by Randal Smith quite clearly states that he supported all 
of Debra’s actions. I am shocked that this is the stance taken by the 
institute, even after being presented with scientific fact, legal protocol and 
an account of the incident itself as written by the victim. I would encourage 
everyone on the board to review these documents again with more 
attention to the letter from the victim, and focus on the humanity of this 
situation. 
 
When a woman in our community is raped and it is not handled properly 
we should take action. I hope that you will. Going to Randal or Debra did 
not seem like an option after reading that they think they did nothing 
wrong. I expect that you too will feel that this situation was handled 
inappropriately and act.  
 
It is my hope that you will realize that in order for the MVI to continue and 
thrive Debra and Randal need to step down so that the community and this 
student can heal.  
 
Sincerely, 
Christina Smyth 
 
 
Private Response from Debra Hamilton: 
 



Dear Christina, 
 
This is a very trying time.  I am receiving a large amount of support from 
the community but there are a few people are writing without having all of 
the information.  Unfortunately, it should have been a highly confidential 
matter and I am not a liberty to discuss it.  I apologize for this.  
 
I'm sorry that you feel so strongly but I am a firm believer that truth 
prevails.   
 
Thanks, Debra 
 
My Response to Debra (CC’d to the assembly): 
 
Dear Assembly of the Monteverde Institute 
 
Debra's implication in her response to me seems to be that the rape victim 
is lying. Upon reading the victims account of the incident the conclusion is 
quite obviously that the institute was trying to protect itself, but did so 
inappropriately. During a time in which the victim was emotionally 
vulnerable she was forced to relive an experience she should have been 
allowed to handle, confidentially, without the interference from Debra or the 
institute.  
 
It is, of course, difficult to step back, assess a situation, and admit that an 
action you have taken was wrong. Especially when this directly impacts 
your career. However, I am also a believer that in the end truth will prevail, 
and appropriate actions will be taken by the institute. 
 
Christina 
 
Response from Dr. J.D. Joslin (husband of a board member): 
 
Dear Ms. Smyth, 
 
I, and many of my friends that actually are members of the Monteverde 
Community, have patiently read your emails. You in fact are not a member 
of this community as you might pretend; nor are you a member of the 
Institute. Living here as a student for a couple of months does not make 
you so. You have not worked for decades to build the Monteverde Institute. 
You have not donated your time and resources over those decades to do 
so. And I dare say you will move on with your life and probably not give 
Monteverde another thought a year from now. But there are those of us 



who do live here and over those decades have built the Institute to what it 
is now. There are many that have jobs that their families depend upon. 
There are numerous serious adults that are responsible for MVI's 
management and for making decisions on how it is run. 
 
To me it is the height of arrogance on your part to advise the board or the 
assembly of the Institute to fire its distinguished director and its chairman 
of the board. You know virtually nothing about these two people, their 
dedication, their experience, their skills and their hard work. Furthermore it 
was totally inappropriate for Cath and Fran to supply you with the email 
addresses of the assembly members. This act in itself is another example 
of their unprofessional, selfish, and manipulative behavior in this matter. 
 
You have stated your opinions--and more so. I beg you to please get on 
with your own life and allow our community to work through these matters 
in an appropriate and civilized manner. 
 
Please note that I am writing you privately, not because I am unwilling for 
others to hear my comments, but because the members of the Asamblea 
and of the Board have already been harangued enough, and need a 
respite from more emails about this matter. I hope you will exercise some 
restraint also.  
 
Seriously, 
Dr. J. D. Joslin 
Former Vice-president of the Board of the MVI    
 
My Response to Dr. Joslin (CC’d to the assembly): 
 
Dear Dr. Joslin 
 
Regardless of whether or not I am a member of the community as far as 
Monteverde as a whole goes, I am a member of the student community 
here. My community, young female students, funds your institute. 
 
Regardless of my ties to this or any other community, upon reading this 
womans account of her treatment by the MVI as well as the treatment of 
the former employees it is obvious that womens rights are not being taken 
seriously and that is not a local community issue. 
 
The false accusations and name calling of the former employees, who by 
the way did not supply me with the emails, I was forwarded a copy of the 
"Letter to the Community" in which Ran did not BCC, but CC'd the list of 



those included in the email, is quite unprofessional. 
 
Your suggestion that I am not a "serious adult", such as yourself, and that I 
am going to be moving on and never thinking of Monteverde again is 
unfounded and please refrain from attempting to discredit me via 
condescension. But, on that point I would like to mention that both Fran 
and Catherine are "serious adults" such as yourself who also have families 
to support, that obviously was not taken into account when they were 
dismissed. 
 
Please note that I am writing you publicly because this is a serious issue 
that can not be swept under the rug. 
 
Christina 
 
Dr. Joslin’s one line response to me: 
 
How mature 


